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Fellow Lions, may | take this
opportunity to express my
sincere thanks to all those
members and Clubs who have
supported LCIF during the year
since we were all informed of the
Tsunami. Indeed this year has
seen the advent of a number of
major disasters throughout the
world and your Foundation has
worked tirelessly to support those

people and communities that have been devastated by
these disasters. Nearly every month we hear of a new
disaster that has happened, the most recent of which has
been the Earthquake in Pakistan. Funds have been sent
to the disaster areas with an initial grant of $200,000 and
three other smaller grants of $10,000. As more information
is obtained and further assessments concluded more
grants will be forthcoming but at the moment because of
the geographical location of some of the smaller villages
it is taking some time to fully assess the requirements.
Should any of you wish to make a donation to the Pakistan
Earthquake appeal please send your cheques "LCI
District 105D" to the District Treasurer and marked
appropriately on the back "LCIF - Pakistan Earthquake".

Around and About - Having now completed 30 Club
visits | am astounded by the volume of activity that our
Clubs conduct. | personally have picked up many new
ideas for activities and would encourage all Clubs to visit
other clubs as often as possible. If you are stuck for new
activities it is a great way to not only gain new ideas but
also to talk to Lions who are carrying them out. That way
you can find out the best way to organise the activity and
the pitfalls to avoid.

On my recent visit to Reading Club | managed to win one
of the Raffle Prizes - "4 Black Shoelaces" so if you are
ever short of any or you snap one during my Club visit -
give me a shout. Many thanks to Reading for being so
thoughtful and for the generosity of their prizes - Ah ah.
October culminated with a visit to Newbury Club where |
was asked to present a Melvin Jones Fellowship to Lion
Alan Brown who is the only remaining Charter member.
Lion Alan has supported the Club throughout its existence
and is still as involved as he was when the Club was
Chartered. It is the first MJF that the Club has awarded
and Lion Alan was completely bowled over. Well done and
many congratulations to Alan - it was an honour to meet
him.

Europ a Forum 2006 - A number of Clubs have been
sending donations/dues directly to PID Phil Nathan. He
asks if you would please send them directly to the district
treasurer and please state whether they are a donation or
part of the levy that was requested at the start of the year.

Insurance - Over recent years the Lions insurance
policy has excluded Lions that were over 80 years of age.
Many Clubs have been very critical of this with some
Clubs writing to me with objections to the apparent
disinterest shown by the MD Insurance Officers.

This year we will be renewing our Insurance in November
and | am pleased to be able to tell you that the age
restriction will be increased to 85 years of age. Whilst this
does not help everyone it does go a large way to helping
our senior members who take an active interest in
activities. The economics of insuring over 85's do not
make the prospect worth pursuing at this point in time,
particularly when the numbers involved may be quite low.
It has recently come to my attention that whilst our Public
Liability Policy covers us for up to £10,000,000, this is only
valid for activities with up to 1000 participants. If you
intend to or manage to recruit in excess of this number,
perhaps for a firework display, you need to contact the
Insurance MDO or our Brokers to inform them of the facts.
This may result in an excess charge which you will have
to deal with as a Club. For more information may | suggest
that you discuss your requirements with the District
Insurance Advisor.

District Service 9th October

What a fantastic day.
Blandford Lions Club did us all
proud with a lovely Lunch
followed by a really enjoyable
Service and finished off with
one of Blandford's famous
Cream Teas. Many Lions have
told me that they really
enjoyed the day and wished to
thank all who were concerned
with the organisation - even
The Almighty who provided the
gorgeous weather for the day.
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New Century Lions Clubs - The Roadshows have
now started with Lion Mike Hendy having presented the
first one in Region 5. Most Lions that | have spoken to
think that this is an excellent opportunity for us to provide
the foundations for a younger intake into LCI. We all now
need to look at this very seriously and develop a Passion
to Perform. Let us Walk the Walk NOT just Talk the Talk.

PCC Lion David Firth will shortly be starting his roadshows
at the Region Meetings to explain about these clubs and
the impact that they can have on our organisation and
more especially on YOUR community. Please make sure
that you attend the Meeting - you will not be disappointed.

Membership (Passion to Grow) -  The district
membership continues its downward trend with 9 new
members and 16 losses for September. A net decrease of
7 members. One member was lost to higher service and
two transferred to clubs in other districts. Of the 13
remaining losses all we know is that they left in good
standing. This of course tells us nothing about why they
left and it would therefore be very useful if all secretaries
would explain why the particular member leaves when
they fill out the membership return each month.

New Members - | would like to take this opportunity to
welcome all our new members to LCI and wish you all fun
and friendship in your Lionism. | am sure that you will all
make a real difference to your communities and wish you
well in your desire to serve other people less well off than
yourselves.

Lion Caroline Coleman Blandford
Lion George Allen New Forest
Lion Daniel Sykes Crofton
Lion Geoffrey Palmer Fareham
Lion Jean Porter Fareham
Lion Joan Rutland Fareham
Lion Margaret Strickland Fareham
Lion Jim Breen Havant
Lion Linda Smith Portsmouth

Obituary - It is with great sadness that the death has
been reported of Lion Bob Gregory from Maidenhead. He
served his club and the community for many years and will
be sadly missed.

Youth (Our Future) - The Multiple District Youth
Trust provides money to run the Football Competition, the
Young Ambassador Award, The MD105 Youth Centre, the
Music Competition, the Peace Poster Competition and
many other Youth requests. Its only source of income is
through Clubs contributions. In our District we give them
50% of our Youth levy of £100 per Club. This levy is not
compulsory but is left to the generosity of the Clubs.
Unfortunately about 15 Clubs do not regularly support this
annual request and as a result the Youth Trust has
incurred a large deficit in its accounts. It cannot sustain
this deficit and | therefore urge all clubs who have not
already given to consider making this donation as soon as
possible.

Campaign Sight First Il - An estimated 37 million
people are blind today. At least 80% of blindness is
reversible or could have been prevented.

That is why Lions Clubs International Foundation and 1.4
million Lions Clubs members are engaged in a global
campaign to eliminate avoidable blindness.

What is the Sight First Programme?

The mission of the Sight First programme is to
significantly reduce preventable and reversible blindness
worldwide but particularly in developing countries where
90% of avoidable blindness exists. Sight First grants are
considered for projects that (1) result in a significant and
measurable reduction in blindness in a specific region and
(2) target the leading blinding diseases and/or address
crucial unmet eye care delivery needs at regional and
national levels and (3) use cost effective and sustainable
strategies.

We have between NOW and July 2008 to raise
200,000,000 dollars (US). WE NEED YOU.

Please watch this space and be ready to act.
WHO ARE THE KNIGHTS OF THE BLIND?

ANITA's Charity of the Year - As many of you will
be aware, Anita and | have been trustees of the Muscular
Dystrophy Group of GB & NI for many years. This year
Anita is trying to raise money for Arm Supports for those
people in wheelchairs who cannot lift their arms to feed
themselves, comb their own hair, wash their own faces or
even put their own makeup on. These supports allow them
a good degree of independence and help to increase their
feelings of self worth. Can you imagine having to ask
someone else to perform these simple tasks for you. Not
for just a day but for the rest of your life.

Many Clubs have been asking if Anita has a Charity for
this year and some Clubs have already been very
generous. If you wish to support please ask Anita to tell
you all about it. If you wish to make a donation please
make cheques payable to Muscular Dystrophy Group and
send them to Anita. Many thanks.

Jeff's Excursions - November

1st Warminster CV

2nd - 7th Europa Forum (Stuttgard)
8th Maidenhead CV

9th Yateley CV

10th Hayling Island CV

14th Goring & Woodcote CV

19th Christchurch Charter

20th Bracknell Charter

21st Petersfield CV

27th Cabinet Meeting

December

1st Poole CV

2nd Eastleigh CV

5th Boscombe CV

7th Dorchester CV

12h Blackmore Vale CV
13th Ryde CV

17th Sandown Xmas Party
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