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They say 'time flies
as you get older'.
This might be the
case but it
certainly goes by
very quickly as
District Governor.
Each day brings
new questions and
aspects of our
organisation  for
consideration and |
hope I am
responding
quickly enough for
those raising the
guestions.

‘Message in a Bottle’

At the end of July | attended a

‘bottle party’ with some of the

Christchurch Club - no - not bring your

own but a get together of Members

packing 'Message in a Bottle' bottles.

The differences of this particular

packing session were that a superb

fish and chips lunch was provided and

Solent Radio attended and gave live

interviews for a lunchtime programme.

This provided great publicity for the

Club, MIAB and Lions generally. Well

done to Christchurch and could | suggest that other
Clubs consider local radio for promotions if you are not
already using it.

‘Children from Chenobyl’

Ventnor Club invited me to a day on the Island with the
Children from Chernobyl. | know the Club Members
from Ventnor and the Children had a really good day at
a Theme Park and it was a good excuse for me (with
no children!) to visit the Park. At the end of the day the
Children were presented with haversacks full of all
sorts of things, ranging from toothpaste to spades for
the beach. It was very moving to see the joy on their
faces. We take so much for granted here in the UK but
these Children not only are suffering from the effects of
radiation but also come mainly from families with low
incomes and the inability to be able to obtain such
things as vitamin pills.

‘Club Activity’

| see from the copy Monthly Reports many Clubs have
been busy through out August. Unfortunately the
weather was not the same as last year but | do hope
you all had fun carrying out these various events, in
addition to raising funds!

‘District Convention 2005’

| referred above to how quickly time goes. | signed the
official notification of the 2005 District Convention a
short while ago and this has now been sent to Club
Secretaries. The Convention is to be held on the Isle of
Wight on the 18th to 20th March 2005. It might seem a
long way off but | know the Clubs on the Isle of Wight
have been working hard for some time to make sure it
is a success. Please put it in your diaries now. If you
have never attended a Convention previously, please
join us at this one. It is a weekend of fun combined with
the annual meeting of the District.

The theme is:-

Red & White
on Isle of W ight

‘Annual Service-Windsor-
Sunday 10th October’
Your Club will have received final details of the above
and a booking form. | do hope you will support the
Windsor Club as they have put a great deal of effort into
the organisation of this event, and now it needs your
support.

‘New Members’
| am pleased to welcome the following 12 new
Members to Clubs in our District:-

Brian Brown (Hook & Odiham); Dennis Clarke
(Ringwood & Fordingbridge); David Crockford
(Fareham); Rosemary Durrant (Windsor); Carol
Maxwell (Windsor); Paul Maxwell (Windsor); James
Mayo (Blandford Forum); Marilyn Rolfe (Burnham);
Peter Rusbridge (Totton & Eling); Angela Selley
(Woodley & Early); Sarah Stewart (Windsor); Dave
Voyce (Windsor).

| am sure you will enjoy the fun, friendship and service
this organisation will give you.

Enthusiasm with Pride



‘MedicAlert *

In case you didn't see the previous
article by DO Lion Eric Nixon, | am
restating this item.

| am the Contact Governor for

MedicAlert, which means | represent

the Multiple and District Officers on
the Council of Governors. | attended the AGM in
August. There are some interesting new developments
being planned that will bring us closer to the emergency
services and hospitals but more of this in a month or
two.

It is now 40 years since the MedicAlert Foundation was
founded in our Multiple District. During that time many
Lions have contributed to the success of this life-saving
service, which allows people with hidden medical
conditions to lead relatively normal lives. Indeed, many
Lions are themselves MedicAlert Members.
To mark this year of celebration of a true partnership,
MedicAlert have proposed they compose a book made
up of the names, stories, and contributions made by
Lions since The MedicAlert Foundation was first
introduced.

The book, to be known as 'The Roll of Honour', needs
to contain all the names of Lions who have played a
part on promoting and Supporting MedicAlert. Is there
a Lion in your Club who has taken a keen interest in
MedicAlert? Does your Club have a MedicAlert Officer?
Has your Club sponsored MedicAlert members? Is
there someone in your Community who has benefited
greatly from wearing a MedicAlert emblem?

All contributions to The Roll of Honour should be sent
to our District MedicAlert Officer, Lion DO Eric Nixon
(tel: 01329 284594) or contact Catherine Hainsworth at
the MedicAlert Foundation,1 Bridge Wharf,156
Caledonian Road, London N1 9uUU
(tel: 020 7923 6478).

‘Club Visits’

I have now finalised my list of Club visits. My intention
is to visit all Clubs, Club Branches and Leos Clubs
during my vyear. Unfortunately due to business
commitments | cannot commence until the end of
September, so | will have a few very busy months! | will
be sending out my Programme in the next Club’s
mailing. | look forward to visiting the Clubs and meeting
as many Members as | can. | will be publishing my

visits programme commencing with the next
Newsletter.

‘DG'S Diary’

30th August Brockenhurst Carnival

Swanwick Charter

President's Reception

Salisbury Charter

19th September Cabinet Meeting and District Officers Meeting
25th September Fleet Charter

30th September - 3rd October - Europa Forum, Rome

11th September
12th September
17th September

‘Your Club Needs You!

In July the District had eight Members ‘resign in good
standing'. All our efforts to gain new Members so our
Organisation grows are diluted by resignations.

I would ask that each one of you does all you can to
bring in new Members but also stay on the lookout for
fellow Members in your Club that seem to be losing
interest, perhaps by not attending meetings, lack of
participation in both community events and social
events, etc. This is often a sign of losing interest. Your
President or Membership Officer will be interested in
your comments if you see this. We must all do what we
can to promote retention and minimise the
resignations.

‘Boscastle flooding’

District 105SW very quickly gave financial assistance
after the very severe flooding on 16th August. An
application was made to LCIF, our International
Foundation, for an Emergency Grant the very next day
and this had been agreed and received by 19th August.
The grant was for $10,000 and is being managed by
the District. Already various items to help with the
clean-up have been purchased together with a stock of
bottled water, as the water supplies were damaged.
The District Governor has advised that suppliers were
very generous and in fact for the first extensive batch of
purchases only £1,000 was spent. You will be hearing
at your Clubs about an appeal launched by District
105SW for longer-term issues. | was very impressed
with the way that District 105SW handled this in a very
short timescale. Also the very rapid response from our
Foundation was an excellent way of demonstrating how
‘We Serve' in an emergency when local Clubs and a
District can be involved.

‘MD Membership Database’

Your Secretary will shortly be passing you a database
form for completion to enable an up to date MD
Membership database to be created. This will enable
the MD to continue an Affinity Card Scheme with MBNA
to replace all existing District schemes. A full
explanation will be provided with the form and | do urge
you to complete and pass this back to your Club
Secretary. The continuing of the MBNA scheme will
mean that there will be income to the District that in turn
helps reduce the cost of subscriptions.

‘Lions World Sight Day
Thursday October 14th 2005’

This is an annual event giving a particular opportunity
for Clubs to promote Lions Sight activities. Many other
sight related organisations also use the day as World
Sight Day. Is your Club participating?

Yours in Lionism.  Patrick Hamblin
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