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District Governor's
thought s.

Christmas is quickly coming
around and | would like to open
my comments by wishing all
Members and their families a very
happy Christmas and New Year. It
is at this time of the year
fundraising with Christmas floats,
grottos and raffles become major
activities in many of our Clubs.
The donating of Christmas food
parcels, giving of presents or
running Christmas shows are some examples of our
continuing support of our motto 'we serve'.

As | continue to visit Clubs | am very pleased with the amount of
Community Service being carried out. My hopes that we would
be carrying out part of our Community Service where the giving
of time, rather than money, are certainly being fulfilled.

I was very pleased to join a number of Lions from several Districts
in the Lord Mayor's Show in London on the 13th November. It
was great publicity for 'Message in a Bottle’; MedicAlert; and
Lions Clubs International in general.

The next day | was honoured to attend the Cenotaph with a
number of Lions representing several Districts for the Service of
Remembrance and wreath laying ceremony.

Membership | still continue to be concerned about
Membership, particularly as far as Retention is concerned. In
October we lost more Members than we gained - this is not good
for individual Clubs or the Organisation as a whole. If you hear of
a Member in your Club who is unhappy about something, and
perhaps talks about not coming to the next meeting, then tell your
President and hopefully something can be done. This might avoid
the continuing number of Members who ‘resign in good
standing'.

I am told by a number of Clubs there are prospective Members
'in the pipeline'. | certainly look forward to them leaving the
pipeline and becoming new Members.

New Members 1 still have not been able to publish the names
of those Members who joined in August, but hope to do this in the
January Newsletter. | would like to give a warm welcome the
following new Members who were reported in the October
figures:

Richard Bond (Bridport); Steve Davies (New Milton); Jeffrey
Terrett (Westbury); Vera Whittaker (Bridport); Steve Wilson
(Newbury); Richard Wilson-Smith (Totton & Eling) and Amanda
Wingfield (Portsmouth).

Obituaries | am very sad to have to report the following
Members have passed away during the last few weeks: Lion
Peter Allen (Fleet); Lion Ernest Baum ( Warminster); Lion Ronald
Gilbert (Henley on Thames); Lion David Jackson (Henley on
Thames) and PDG Lion Pat Snook (Salisbury). All will be sadly
missed and our thoughts are with their Families at this time

DG Patrick

'DG'S DIARY'
1st December Swanwick CV
2nd December  Christchurch CV
6th December  Boscombe CV
8th December  Convention meeting

13th December New Milton CV

AN

ENORMOUS

THANKYOU
to all clubs in 105D
for all the support
you gave me in
supporting my
appeal for Naomi
House last year. |
was able to visit all

the clubs in the District
with then DG John and was permitted to say a few words about
Naomi House on all occasions. On 26th September, | went to
Naomi House, accompanied by IPDG John and Lion President
Brenda and Lions Bryan, Christele and Martin from my own club
of Hook and Odiham to make a presentation. It was also good
to have other Lions present from Basingstoke and Wokingham.
| am glad to say that | was able to present a cheque for
£8456.39 to David Strudley, the Chief Executive of Naomi
House. This together with the cheque presented at District
Convention meant that, via my appeal, 105D had given
£13,456.39 to the Hospice. | had also been given a cheque for
£500 from the Stock Exchange Veterans. | also pointed out that
some Lions clubs had also made their own donations directly to
Naomi House so that the total given from the District was over
£20,000 for 2003-4.
My cheques were made up of donations from clubs, fines, raffle
money and the sale of pins (which raised £650) and
represented many hours of hard work by Lions. | especially
thank my own club for all their support last year, not only for their
donations but for putting up with me being absent from meetings
and events whilst supporting IPDG John.
The sum | raised was so much more than | expected and was
more than enough to complete the Bereavement Suite. The
remainder will go towards supporting the siblings who |
increasingly realised over the year need so much help and
support. They suffer equally but in ways from the children who
are ill but need very special care if they are to overcome their
problems.
| have received a letter of thanks from David Strudley in which
he says: "The relationship between our two organisations has
been so special over the years and this last weekend has
somehow set the seal on it". He also said that: " We are all so
grateful to you and your fellow Lions in District 105D and hope
that you will continue to think fondly of us as we put to good use
this wonderful sum of money in the service of our children
and their families".
All I can do is to echo David's thoughts and thank you
from the bottom of my heart for your support over the
year.
Lion Judith
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Leo Claire runs up a

good tot al for charity .
Various charities have benefited
from the athletic efforts of Claire
Mayhew, from Fleet Leos, this
year. She began the year by
completing Fleet Lions cycle
ride with the most sponsorship.
Next came the 5k "Race for Life"
in May and then, at the peak of
her fitness, she ran the "Yateley
10k" for Cancer Research. Oh,
and whilst having a sit down
from all cycling and running,
Claire also organised a coffee
evening which raised funds for
Action Aid.
All'in all, Claire has raised over £300 for various charities this year.
Her achievements were recently acknowledged by the Leos
sponsor Club, Fleet when Lion President Gordon Edmonds
presented Claire with his own certificate of appreciation. For
further information about Leos contact Juliet@fleetleos.org.uk.

Induction Of
The Lord Mayor
Of Port smouth

It is the custom of Cosham

Lions Club to invite the Lord

Mayor of Portsmouth to

become an  Honorary

member of the Club during

their year in office. Lion

President Joan Ricketts,

together with Lions Pat

Nixon & Gina Manfield met

with the Lord Mayor in his

parlour in the Guildhall,were

he was presented with his

badge & membership pack.

Lion Jason said that if he has spare time he will join us on our sleigh

runs !! Fingers crossed that he may decide to continue as Lion after
his year in Office

Present ation

To The Willows
At the end of her term of
office Past President
Pat Nixon chose The
Willows a Nursery for
Children with Special

Needs as her
Presidents Project.The
Headteacher Anne

Swann was invited to

attend their Meeting and a

cheque for £1000 was presented by IPP Pat Nixon & President

Joan Ricketts, also present was DG Patrick. Anne Swann informed

the meeting of the history & ethos of the school & said that the

money would be particularly useful as they were about to move into

a new building after being in temporary accomodation for over a
year. Lion Pat Nixon

any Lions who would be able to host this young man for a few
weeks sometime during this period, if you can help please
contact me, Lion Ron Twining District Youth Exchange Officer.
As a matter of interest, a young lady age 18 from Australia and
another young lady also 18 but from New Zealand are being
hosted in our District on the Youth Exchange Programme
during the period 5th to 14th Jan, in the Reading and Twyford
area, | am sure they would appreciate contact with as many
Lions as possible. Also although on the International YE
Programme but not here officially with MD105 there is a young
17 year old Australian boy staying with relatives in the
Dorchester area, | am sure he would love to meet some local
Lions.

Whilst | am on the subject of Youth Exchange how about getting
involved and hosting a young person from overseas aged 18 to
21 for just 10 days during the period 25th July to 4th August
2005. You will find it good fun and a wonderful experience, well
worth doing, if you can help please contact me on 01983
862017 or E-mail: twinronlion@lycos.co.uk or the generic
address youthexch@lions105d.org.uk | do hope some of you
can help as Youth Exchange fulfils the first object of Lions, " to
foster a spirit of understanding among the peoples of the world",
this is your chance to make a difference in that area to the
future. Lion Ron T wining.

TWINNING - | have received a request for twinning from a
club in Kathmandu in Nepal. The club has 25 members with an
average age of 48. The request comes from their charter
President:- Lion Bodha Bahadur Raut Chhetry e-mail
lionraut@wlink.com.np

The club is very busy and organises blood camps, Diabetic
camps and free health camps. They have also adopted 76 poor
students and are working towards the provision of an "Elders
Home".

| also have a lot of information about Nepal and the District.
There is far too much to reproduce here but if any club is
interested | will pass it on.

If any club wants to investigate twinning with this Nepalese club
please contact them using the above address with copies to me
Lion PDG lan Birch ianbirch@aol.com

A Message from your District  Youth Exchange Officer
| am appealing to all Lions in our district for some help with Youth
Exchange. We have had a request from a young man age 21 who
lives in Hann Munden, Germany, whose farther is a member of the
local Lions club. This young man would like to spend some time in
England with a family to improve his English and learn about our
culture before going on to university. The only time he has for this
is between December 2004 and April 2005; unfortunately this does
not fit in with any Lions Youth Exchange programme. So are there

DISTRICT 105D COMPETITIONS AND AWARDS

Visiting Lion: A total of 589 Lions have taken part in 178
visits so far this competition year, but it does seem it is always
the same ones! There are still enough visiting weeks left before
31st December for your club to challenge the league leaders.
Get visiting!

Deadline: Reminder that deadline for Visiting Lion Competition
and nominations for all other competitions is 31st December.
Please let me know of any projects to be considered for an
award at District Convention.

Magazines & Scrapbooks: Please bring along magazines
and scrapbooks to District Convention. Think of it as a good
PR exercise, an opportunity to exchange ideas and to show
what your club has achieved during the year - you may even
win the cup for 2005 - but you will never know if you do not take
part!

Website: Does your club have a website. E-mail me at
comp@lions105d.org.uk by 31st December if you would like
your website to be evaluated. This will take place during
January and February and the winner will be announced at
District Convention.

If you need any more information, please give me a call.
Contact details are in the District Directory.

Linda Picton Competitions Officer 2004-2005

A message from your Editor - A big thank you as
this month | have had more articles than | have
space for, so sorry Bournemouth and Swanage |
have kept them for the next issue. Please keep your
articles coming. | wish all my readers a very merry
Xmas and a Happy New Year. Peter
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30 Years of
Twinning
The towns of
Basingstoke and
Alencon in Normandy
have been twinned for
many years and the
Lions Clubs of
Basingstoke and
Alencon-Cité this year
celebrated the thirtieth
anniversary of their
own twinning. The Clubs take it in turns to visit each other in the Spring
of each year however Alencon suggested that Basingstoke's 2004 visit
to France might be postponed until October so that we could attend
their Autumn Congress (Convention) which was to be hosted by the
Lions Clubs of Alengon.
Seven Lions from the Lions Clubs of Basingstoke and Loddon Valley
together with their wives set out for Alencon. Loddon Valley also
serves in the Borough of Basingstoke and Deane and, being
Basingstoke's daughter Club, has members who were deeply involved
in initiating the twinning all those years ago; it therefore seemed only
right and proper that they should be invited to join Basingstoke for the
30th Anniversary celebrations.
After lunch on Friday we went on a coach tour around the charming
villages of St Céneri le Gérei, where the Alencon-Cité President is
mayor, and St Léonard des Bois before attending a reception at the
Alencon Hoétel de Ville held by Madame le Maire Christine Roimier for
visiting Lions from Basingstoke and Alengon's German twin town of
Quakenbriick. Although not a Lion herself (not yet, anyway...) the
Mayor has very strong family connections with Lionism and it was plain
that she and, indeed, the whole town hold Lionism and the Twinning in
high esteem. The entire Basingstoke Lions contingent was therefore
immensely proud when Lion President Barry Morgan received
Alencon's Médaille du Jumelage from her. Needless to say, the Medal
will be extremely prominent at future Club meetings.
That evening we attended the
reception dinner hosted by
Hubert Kalnji, the District
Governor of 103 Normandie
Yet another surprise was in
store for us; thirty years ago
the Basingstoke Club had
presented a commemorative
plague to the Alencon-Cité
Lions to mark the inauguration
of the our two Clubs' twinning;
this year it was their turn to
present us with a plaque which
not only marks the 30th Anniversary of our Twinning but also the
Centenary of the Entente Cordiale between France and the United
Kingdom and the 60th Anniversary of the Liberation of Normandy from
the Axis. Speeches were made in English, French, Franglais and plain
old schoolboy fractured French all of which were translated by
Alencon-Cité's President, Ken Tatham. Yes, Lion Ken is an
Englishman, now a naturalised Frenchman! In fact, so French has Lion
Ken become that he values the visits of Basingstoke Lions so that he
can practice his English!
On Saturday before lunch we attended District 103 Normandie's
Congress at la Halle des Toiles in the centre of Alengon where we were
greeted by the District Governor to a great round of applause. After
lunch there was more sight seeing.
In the evening we were entertained by the Alencon Club at 'The Loft'
in a member's house. For some this was the high spot of the weekend
as we were just friends relaxing over good food and good wine.
However, our French hosts had yet another wonderful surprise for us;
we were all asked to stand, each to be presented with an engraved
glass celebrating our long and happy friendship from an Alengon Lion.
It has since been discovered that these glasses work equally as well
with Calvados or whisky! This was followed by Lion Presidents Barry
and Barry performing a tremendous tour de force by blowing out all the
candles on the Twinning's birthday cake. After all the ceremony of the
Civic Reception and the District Governor's presentation this intimate
ceremony between the two Clubs was a truly wonderful moment.

On Sunday morning we had a very constructive meeting to
discuss ways of developing the twinning to both Clubs'
advantage. As well as agreeing to exchange monthly reports of
our respective activities offers of co-operation were made to
assist Lions travelling in France and also to help other
organisations such as the College in Alengon which is looking for
help with a visit of business studies students to Basingstoke next
year. Interestingly, the French had never heard of the Message in
a Bottle scheme but already the signs are that this one of the first
exports from Basingstoke to Alencon under the new, closer ties.
One of the leading lights in the Twinning of Alencon and
Basingstoke was Lion Jean le Noach who sadly left us for higher
service a few years ago. In order to mark Lion Jean's great
contribution to the twinning Basingstoke presented a trophy in his
name for which the two Clubs compete over a game of pétanque
every year. So we all headed off to a superb restaurant in St
Léonard des Bois for an excellent lunch followed by the pétanque
battle for the Jean le Noach Trophy. For some quite inexplicable
reason Basingstoke has never won this trophy so this year we
threw ourselves into the breach with a fervour that would have
warmed the cockle's of Henry V's heart. However, even when we
are certain that we have won, our French friends seem to be able
to find yet another obscure rule which turns the situation in their
favour... Our valiant team took the struggle right to the wall but
somehow the French contrived to win again!

After one last evening with our hosts we set off on Monday
morning for the ferry having had a most enjoyable time.
Lion John Mounty

MAYOR
GOES BLIND!

Thursday, 14th
October, was the
day designated
by Lions Clubs
International as
World Sight Day.
On this day,
Lions across the
whole world are
encouraged to
undertake actions that will draw attention to the problems of
preventing blindness and of treating existing conditions.
Prevention programmes range from making people here in the
UK aware of the dangers of diabetes to the provision of
inexpensive but very effective medicines in the third world.
Wimborne & Ferndown Lions believed that one way of making
the general population aware of the problems of blindness was to
simulate the condition in a normally sighted person. It just
needed a volunteer! Straight away up stepped the Town Mayor
of Ferndown, ClIr Pat Young, who agreed to go "walk - about" in
the centre of Ferndown with his eyes completely covered so that
he would experience the difficulties of sightlessness. Fully kitted
out with mayoral robes and chain Pat allowed members of the
Lions Club to blindfold him. As soon as he set off on his
perambulation it became apparent that, for safety reasons, there
needed to be a guide on each side to steady him over obstacles.
As there were no dogs available the duty fell to two members of
the Lions Club, Past Presidents Ken Taylor and John Pearson.
They guided him first through Ferndown Community Centre
where he spoke to members of a dance group in the Barrington
Theatre. Moving on into the restaurant Pat soon discovered how
difficult collecting a self service meal becomes when you cannot
see. Then it was time to collect a trolley and do a little imaginary
shopping in the local supermarket followed by a visit to the Post
Office. After 45 minutes of blindness Mayor Pat was greatly
relieved to get his sight back. He said, "Even in that short time |
began to understand some of the difficulties that those who are
blind have to live with all the time. | hope that seeing me
stumbling around the town centre will have brought home the
message that everyone should support the Lions and the many
other organisations in their efforts to combat blindness."
Lion John W ilson Club PRO
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Newport Lions
Club make a
"French
Connection".
The Club enjoys a
varied social
programme  but
the highlight this
year was the
return visit in September to Clamecy in the Burgoyne, France,
where the Island Club is twinned with the Lions French Club.
The picture shows the Lions of both Clubs and their partners
during a visit to the Chateau de Saint Fargeau. The trip was
over 4 days which were spent sightseeing,renewing old
friendships and of course enjoying excellent French cuisine
which included a barbecue where wild boar was the main
dish! At the barbecue a Petanque competition between the 2
Clubs resulted in Newport losing but nevertheless being pre-
sented with 2 runner up trophies. Other sightseeing trips
included a superb visit to Guedelon where a castle is being
built from scratch using the original techniques used in the
1300's. This project is in its 9th year and has another 16 years
to go before it is completed!
These exchanges are now in their 9th year and the Newport
Lions are already preparing a programme for the French
return visit next year.

New Wheels
In August of 2004 the
Lions Club of Jersey
received a request from
a Jersey resident to
supply a car adapted to
accommodate a dis-
abled passenger sitting
in a wheelchair.
OurProject Investigation
Committee looked into
the request and discovered that the intended recipient was a
partially blind MS sufferer who had a young son and lived with
her mother. Sadly the disease had progressed to the point that
Mrs N no longer had sufficient upper body strength to make
the transition from her wheelchair onto a swivel car seat. This
meant that she was no longer able to participate in shopping
trips, lunches, school visits, or indeed any journey away from
home, without having to rely on and finance, specialist taxis.
The Club had no hesitation in allocating some of the funds
raised from our annual swimmarathon to pay for a suitable
vehicle and with the assistance of the manager of a local
garage, La Motte Ford, [which assistance was kindly provided
free of charge] a suitable vehicle was found for sale in the SE
of England.
This vehicle, a Renault Kangoo, had been adapted already to
accommodate an individual sitting in a wheelchair. However,
in view of the age of the recipient's mother, her principal carer,
we thought it wise to install an electric winch to help pull the
wheelchair up the access ramp at the rear of the vehicle. The
Renault Kangoo was shipped to Jersey free of charge by
Condor Ferries at the end of September and given to Mrs N,
who has expressed her heartfelt thanks for the difference this
has made to her family.
The final cost to the Club was £10,800 pounds, which is a
small price to pay for giving back to the family some measure
of control over their lives and the freedom, that we so often
take for granted, to go where they want when they want.
Stuart Le Ruez-Lane
Chairman, Project Investigation Committee

RAINBOW RIDE - On September 1st four policemen
from Fareham, Stubbington,Gosport & Portsmouth left
PORTCHESTER...Hampshire for the ride of their
lives.....4000 miles across America on push bikes. They
rode to Heathrow, flew to San Francisco and after 7 weeks
in the saddle arrived at PORT CHESTER ...New York.. The
President of Fareham ,Lion Doreen Norton was at the
Portchester castle to ask them to take a friendship banner to
the President Port Chester.

This mammoth challenge was to raise money for THE
RAINBOW CENTRE in Fareham. The Centre helps children
with cerebral palsy & motor related disabilities from all over
the South of England It is self funding and has just moved
into temporary accommodation for the next two years. By
that time they need to build new premises. Fareham
Borough Council are providing land but almost a MILLION
POUNDS is needed for the building.

The cyclists hope to have raised £25,000 for this
appeal...Fareham Lions started the Lions contribution with
£1000 & already 4 other clubs in the Region have pledged
monies....l use the word 'pledge’ as | hope that by Christmas
to have enough pledges to be able to apply to LCIF for a
matching Grant.

We had considerable publicity with the ride...mentions in the
Portsmouth News in their weekly progress reports |,
particularly when the Bobbies reached PORT CHESTER ,
the local Lions Club who | had contacted were very involved
with the official welcome. Yesterday | was able to pass to the
Fareham President a friendship banner & posters of PORT
CHESTER New York .

So if you are looking for a worthwhile cause believe me this
is it I The Centre is the only one of it's kind in our area & |
would be able to check to see if there is a child from your
area that attends. Also if you are looking for a speaker for a
meeting this is an absolutely fascinating topic.

Lion Pat Nixon Region 3 Chairman

Sorry picture would not reproduce clearly - Editor

Fleet Pond-Lions and Leos
Helping the Local Environment.

Fleet/Hart Lions and Leos turned up at Fleet Pond nature
reserve on a beautiful, frosty and sunny autumn morning in
November, ready for action. We were back on the dry heath
again, chopping back birch and alder to give the heather a
chance to recover. We also seriously pruned the leggy gorse to
encourage the more compact growth which Dartford Warblers
prefer. Maybe we'll be lucky enough to see one there one day.
We had a couple of big bonfires to get rid of the evidence and
the Countryside Rangers were really pleased with how much we
managed to do. Its great for the Lions and Leos to have the
opportunity to help their local environment. Its hard work but we
also have an enjoyable time working together. The dry heath at
the Pond is a particularly sensitive and rare type of habitat and
is part of the internationally important Thames Basin Heaths. It
is important to stop trees such as birch and oak over-running
the more slow growing heather. Jim Storey - Fleet Lions



