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District Governor's

Thought s
When this Newsletter is
being read, we will be in
the last month of the
Lionistic year and my
role as District Governor
will be coming to an end.
| would like to thank
every Lion in our District
for what you have done
this year for the young,
the elderly and the
disadvantaged.Not
every Lion can do as
much as the next, but if
you feel that you have 'made a difference’, that is good
enough for me.
Jo and | have had a tremendous year, with so much fun
and friendship as we have attended Charters, visited
Clubs and been heavily involved in the administration of
the District and Multiple District. | still have work to do in
June, with a few Club visits, several Charters and a Leo
Club formation to attend. We thank all Lions that have
made our year one that we will never forget. We wish DGE
Lion Jeff and Lion Anita every success in their year.

LEO CLUB FORMATIONS

Congratulations to Christchurch Club on chartering a Leo
Club on 20th May. It was a tremendous evening with
support from Lions, Leos and friends from all over the
country.

Next month sees the chartering of the Hayling College Leo
Club - congratulations also to Hayling Island club in
making this happen.

MEMBERSHIP

Our latest figures indicate we have exactly the same
number of Members at 1,437 as we started the Lionistic
year with on 1st July 2004. This is despite gaining some
110 Members - if only we didn't have so many lost
Members!

DGE Lion Jeff has some excellent plans in place for
Membership growth for 2005-06. | wish him and his Team
every success in this very important area.
| am very pleased that up to 10 new Members are to be
badged up in June as Members of the New Forest Club. |
would like to acknowledge with thanks the work done by
Zone Chairman Bill Sykes, Lion Pauline Sykes and other
Lions from Christchurch and adjacent Clubs.

MULTIPLE DISTRICT CONVENTION

| was very proud at the Multiple District Convention when
five Lions in this District who have Multiple District roles
were recognised by our International President, Klem
Kusiak, for the work they have done for the Multiple
District. Lion David Firth received the International
President's Leadership Award; Lions John Goodchild and
Arthur Poulton the International President's Medal and
Lions Eddie Cook and Eric Nixon the International
President's Certificate of Appreciation. Congratulations to
all these Lions for receiving these awards for the work
they have done.

EUROPA FORUM - VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTION
This Multiple District is honoured to be hosting the Europa
Forum in Bournemouth in 2006 and a number of Lions are
working hard to ensure it will be a success. | do hope you
will support my request in a letter to your Club President
for a voluntary contribution of £1.00 this year and £1.00 in
2006 to make up the shortfall caused by the anticipated
sponsorship not being forthcoming. If the sponsorship
does happen, the Multiple District dues will reflect this
payment at the appropriate time.

SALISBURY FUN WALK

Some of the Partners of our District Cabinet Members
participated in a Fun Walk, organised by Jo and the
Partners during the May Cabinet meeting, in aid of
Multiple Sclerosis. Some of the 2005-06 Cabinet Partners
also joined in, and 18 brave(!) souls walked through the
streets of Salisbury, with several dressed in clowns'
outfits. The weather was kind and everyone had fun.
There was a slight hitch, in that three ladies and one
wheelchair actually managed to get lost for a short time
but eventually were safely reunited with the rest of the
group. A sum in excess of £1,000 has been raised - the
final figures are not yet available as sponsorship monies
are still being collected. Congratulations and thanks to all
participants, sponsors and donors - a really tremendous
result for a very good cause.
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FACTS AND FIGURES

Results were published a short while ago of the analysis of
the Club Annual Activities Reports for the year 2003-04. In
our District, 40 Clubs reported. Donations from these
reporting Clubs amounted to £353,205 and in excess of
38,000 hours were spent on various activities. | do hope all
Secretaries will send in their returns this year (copy to
myself) as it is only with this type of information we can
influence certain donors and other large bodies to assist us.

OBITUARY
Since the last Newsletter | am very sorry to report the
passing to higher service of Lion Ray Hayter of the Newport,
Isle of Wight Club. Our thoughts are with his Family.

NEW MEMBERS

| would like to welcome the following new Members to the
District, whose names were included in the April figures:
Richard Callaghan (Totton & Eling); Joyce Farrier (Hayling
Island); Alan Herbage (Hayling Island); Andrew Ruddy
(Jersey); Simon Tranter (Ringwood & Fordingbridge); Gill
Walker (Blandford - transfer from New Zealand); Mike
Walker ( Blandford - transfer from New Zealand) and Robert
Warman (Ringwood & Fordingbridge).

DG'S DIARY

1st June New Officers' Training - Isle of Wight
2nd June New Forest New Members' Night
5th June Slough Charter

9th June Hayling Island CV

11th June Lymington Charter

12th June New Officers' Training - Eastleigh
13th June New Milton CV

14th June Crofton CV

17th June Hayling College Leo Club Formation
17th June Windsor Charter

18th June Reading Charter

19th June Blackmore Vale Rally Breakfast
25th June Goring & Woodcote Charter.

ERIC'S BIG NIGHT
It is not usual to report on
Charternight Celebrations as
they are all special . However
Fareham's Charter this year was
extra special for one Lion!!
There were 108 people in the
room ,107 knew that something
special was going to happen
MDO/DO Lion Eric Nixon was
the only person not aware that
he was to receive a Melvin
Jones Fellowship.

| imagine that most of you know Eric's reputation for
talking...... Well on this occasion he was 'speechless!

Lion Eric joined Fareham Lions in 1981. He is about to
become President for the THIRD time. He held the office of
Treasurer for 10 years and has been involved in almost
every Club activity ...both fund raising & wefare since he
became a member. He is also the Chair of Governors to St
Francis Special School in Fareham.

Eric is absolutely over whelmed by this honour & described
it as the 'high point of his Lionic career’

REGION 3 CHAIRMAN PAT NIXON

Local Community S tore on TV

The LIONS Community Store has been in the news with
Beverley Allardice MBE being nominated for an award
from MERIDIAN TV. Programme presenter, Keith
Malone, with his camera and sound man were in Fleet
recently, filming for their series on "Volunteers in the
Community", which focuses on individuals and
organisations who make that extra, and unpaid,
contribution to their local society. Beverley was seen on
Meridian Television being interviewed about the amount
of items that are generously given to the store and are
redistributed to those in need. In ten years, over 30,000
people have benefited from the efforts of Beverley and
her team, who give up their time each week to run the
complex operation. They have collected and delivered
over 6,000 beds, 2,000 three piece suites, 2,000 sets of
tables and chairs and in 2004 alone they sent out 300
kettles, 1000 saucepans and over 200 "starter packs" of
crockery, cutlery, cookers and washing machines.

To cope with the ever-increasing demand a second van
has recently been purchased with donations from local
Lions Clubs and others organisations. The store
relocated over a year ago to new premises behind
Basingborne Park (provided by Hart District Council), but
both financial and practical assistance is always needed
to ensure the operation continues to run smoothly and to
flourish.

Marilyn Robson, Region Chairman of the LIONS Clubs,
nominated Beverley for the award from Meridian TV and
praised the excellent contribution that she and her team
have made over many years. Marilyn was seen talking to
Colonel Philip Marsden from SSAFA (a charity helping
serving and  Ex-service personnel), who was collecting
furniture for a Falkland's War veteran who was being
moved back into the community after a long spell in
hospital.

The LIONS Community Store collects almost all items of
household goods for redistribution and is open from
Tuesday to Friday TEL; 01252 616998 Also see;
www.fleetlions.org.uk
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Lion Mike Seller, Secretary, and other Members of the
Bracknell Forest Lions Club presenting a cheque for
£1,100 to The Mayor of Bracknell Forest, Councillor Alan
Browne.

The Donation was for the Mayor's charity, "The Ark",
which provides music, lighting and drama stimulation for
those with severe communication and learning difficul-
ties.

The money was raised by raffling giant Easter eggs at 12
local pubs and clubs - a cracking good idea!
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CHRISTCHURCH LEO’S IS FORMED

On the evening of
Friday, 20th May,
at Highcliffe
School, the
Christchurch Leo's
Club was char-
t e r e d
Many people
attended the event
- Members of The
Lions Club of Christchurch (the sponsoring Club), Lions and
Leos from various Clubs in the District including the Chairman
of Council - Lion John Goodchild and his wife, District
Secretary Judith, Gareth Hughes - Deputy Head of Highcliffe
School, Christopher Rustell - Headmaster of the Grange
School and parents of the young people who were being
inducted.
The evening began by David Palmer, President of the Lions
Club of Christchurch, welcoming everyone and thanking Lion
Don Crabtree for all the hard work he has put in to establish the
formation of this new Leo Club. There followed a delightful
musical interlude played by pianist Nathanial Brawn. After the
Lions Clubs' Objects and Code of Ethics were read out District
Governor Patrick Hamblin administered the induction of the
Leos.
The Committee of the Christchurch Leo's Club was then
formed:- Alexandra Sachs - President, Abby White -
Secretary, Andrew Palmers - Treasurer
The other Charter Members are :- Olli Gillett, Charles Dupuy,
Christopher Kenyon, Beckie Shaylor, Chris Coleman, Heather
Bootman, Rebecca Annetts, Kirsty Haynes and Kevin Brolman.
They are all students at Highcliffe School, Grange School or
Twyneham School.
After the official duties were over everyone enjoyed a Buffet
Supper.
The Christchurch Leos Club meets on alternate Wednesdays
at the Grange School and any young person living in the
Christchurch area under 18 and over twelve years of age who
is interested in finding out more about joining the Club should
contact Alexandra Sachs at any of the above three schools.
Presentation of Charter by President David Palmer and Lion
Don Crabtree (Youth Officer) of the Lions Club of Christchurch
to Alexandra Sachs, backed by the Charter Members of the
Leo Club
Barbara Jeremiah PR Officer Christchurch Lions Club

"Isle of W ight get s the Message - in a Bottle!"
Newport Club is
busy promoting
"Message in a
Bottle" and now
has all the
Emergency
Services commit-
ting to it including
the Police. Bottles
and information
are also being
placed in many of
the West Wight GP

surgeries for onward distribution. The picture shows Lion

President Phil Thearle explaining to some of the younger

generation at the West Wight "Bouldnor go-cart Challenge",

that the scheme is not just for older folks but any one on
medication or with a medical condition.

Lion David Dann PRO Newport Lions

"What is the environment ? It
isn't me, said Albert Einstein.
Its not just District Clean Up Month. Please tell me your
plans or what you've done in the past. Email me at :
environ@lions105d.org.uk."

Lion Jim Storey ECCA Officer 2005/06

s everything which

A pride of lions
has been out and
about hunting
down rubbish in
the street s of
Waterlooville in a
bid to make the
town look much
better.

Four members of
the Waterlooville branch of the Lions Club have been
showing their support for Spring Clean Week - by
organising their own litter-pick. The organisation's
President Gwynneth Davies-Gale, 79, even dressed up
in a full lentgh lion suit and painted her face for the
occasion. The four filled five bin bags full of rubbish -
retrieved from Friendstaple Road. Their haul included
cigarette butts, empty beer cans and sweet wrappers.
Mrs Davies-Gale said that if everyone did a little bit it
would make our streets look a lot cleaner. She
said:Some of the stuff we found was really embedded
in mud. It must have been there for donkeys years. And
some of the beer cans had gone rusty they had been
there that long. It looked a lot cleaner when we had
finished and we were very pleased with what we had
done. It's so inconsiderate when people just drop their
rubbish anywhere.We have all got to live in the
community and we don't want the place looking a mess.
Article extracted from The Port smouth News
Lion President Gwynneth Davis Gale

A Message from your Editor
This newsletter was unfortunately a couple of days late
due to again me having to plead at cabinet for articles.
PLEASE PLEASE PR'’S let me have more articles!!

FUNFEST SUNDAY 26TH JUNE 11am-4pm
at CALTHORPE PARK SCHOOL - FLEET
This is a FREE fun day for all people with dissabilities
open to all clubs. If you would like to send a group or
just say a car load please ring Sue Jackson 01252

626341 for registration details.
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I could not resist this which | extracted from the excellent
Seahorse Chronicle the Quarterly magazine of The New
Milton Lions Club Editor

SpecTrek 2005 - (almost!) 100,000 p airs of glasses!

To you it's just a pair of old glasses; probably a bit
scratched and no longer fashionable or, because peoples
eyesight changes, now the wrong prescription. To people
in the Third World where optical quality glass and plastic
for lenses is difficult to obtain, your pair of old specs is very
valuable.

Members of Lions Clubs International have always made
special efforts to help those suffering from blindness and
poor vision. One way of doing so is to collect old
spectacles and send them out to Third World countries for
reconditioning and reuse - an excellent example of
recycling. This project has been ongoing for a number of
years now and is supported locally by all the local Lions
Clubs. This year has been exceptionally good with the
Wimborne & Ferndown Club collecting over 5000 pairs of
specs out of a local total about 28500 pairs. As in previous
years, the Petersfield Lions Club hired two large vans and
toured the south of England to pick up the specs from each
zone, hence the name SpecTrek. They estimate their total
pickup this year at a staggering 98,000 pairs of specs, the
best ever. These specs will soon be welcomed by poorly
sighted people in deprived countries the world over.

The Lions would like to thank everyone who donated
their old specs to make this so successful and also all the
opticians and local hospitals who helped Lions as
collection points.

Attached picture shows Lions from several Clubs stood
before the open back of a fully laden van at the rendezvous
point at St Leonards Hospital.

Being a Lion, by Lion Bryan Hailstone

| was introduced into
Lions when | moved with
my wife Brenda to our
current home in Tadley,
Hampshire. For several
years, | was what is now
known as a Friend of
Lions - helping out at
various functions, fetes,
firework evenings and
Father Christmas sleigh
rounds. | eventually gave
in and became a fully
badged-up member in
April 1984.
Twenty-one years later, |
am now a member of
Hook & Odiham Lions
Club, having transferred
here from my previous Club after being appointed by the then
District Governor to the position of "Guiding Lion"! - this
meant that | was asked to assist this Club to try increase its
membership, as it was a risk of closing altogether as the
membership had reduced to only 4 members. | am pleased to
say that the Club now thrives with a very active 17 members!
In 1993, | became involved through my connection with the
Basingstoke Fund Raising Committee - with the first steps of
fundraising with the Lions for Naomi House, the Children's
hospice in Sutton Scotney. The Lions Clubs in my District
were very generous with their donations and I, assisted with
one of my Lion colleagues applied successfully to our
International Foundation for a grant towards this project. |
was delighted to attend the "topping out" Ceremony, at which
Sir Cliff Richard officiated, and over the years | have been
proud to be part of the dedicated team of volunteers for the
Hospice.

During my 21 years in Lions | have been a member of most
committees, been Chairman of the Welfare, Fund Raising
and Membership Committees and been President of both my
current and former Club. | have followed Father Christmas on
his rounds for all those 21 years but now that time is catching
up with me, | have the privilege of standing in for Father
Christmas himself as | find it hard to keep up the pace of the
collectors! Take it from me - you walk miles during the month
of December if you are a Lion.

The memories | have of my time in Lions are many and
precious, the faces of the children when the sleigh appears in
their street, the pensioners face when they get an
unexpected delivery of a Christmas parcel, the hours spent
toiling over a barbecue at firework displays, the endless week
ends of fetes during the summer months, the fun and friends
of all those people | have met during those years... the list is
endless.

However, after 21 years and at the age of 73, | am now
being told that | must slow down, but how can I? | have been
so actively involved for so long now that it will be difficult to
give up, but perhaps you are younger than me and have
some time on your hands? If so, please get in touch with me.
I'll tell you how easy it is to get involved. Go on, give it a go,
you don't know, you might enjoy it as much as | have! | know
one thing for certain - | have no regret s!



