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D G’s Thought s
My fellow Lions, after such
a fantastic Convention on
the Isle of Wight, I must first
of all thank all those Lions
and their partners who
attended for making it a
such a special weekend for
Anita and myself. I sincerely
hope that you all enjoyed it

and in particularly our
International guest PID Lion Dennis Tichenor. Dennis and Judi
returned to the USA on the Monday and Judi was admitted to her
local Hospital later that week for an operation on her broken leg
and ankle. I am sure that we all wish her well for a speedy
recovery and look forward to seeing them both if not in Boston
then in Bournemouth at Europa Forum when Dennis will
hopefully have been elected as 2nd Vice President.

Our own PID Lion Phillip Daubeney, who was unwell during
Convention, was admitted as an emergency into hospital on the
Monday with a massive infection in his groin. I believe that he has
only recently returned home and I am sure that we all wish him a
speedy recovery. Thanks Phillip for being at Convention - it was
lovely to see both Rita and yourself. We missed you last year and
we did not want to miss you again this year.

I would especially like to thank Lions Doreen Norton, Peter
Garlick, Richard Wareham, Allison Harrison, Brian Proctor  and all
the members of the Host Committee who all played such a large
role in making it such an enjoyable Convention together with all
the members of Cabinet who have given so much this year.
Congratulations to you all and a big thankyou for all your support.

May I also congratulate DGE Godwin Micallef and VDGE Pat
Nixon on their elections for next year and wish them well as they
take on their respective offices.

With still three months to go I am now settling down to the Charter
season together with eight OV's left and a number of MD
engagements not to mention Council of Governors and the MD
Convention at the end of this month. I must say that I have     thor-
oughly enjoyed this year and have found that the busier I am the
more I enjoy it and particularly in meeting new Lions all the time.

Membership
We extend a very warm welcome to the following new members
reported in February:-
Raymond Harper Trowbridge, Colin Manuel Southampton,
Colin Rickman Southampton, Deryck Wyatt Woolmer Forest,
Lynn Tomlin Solent, George Astley Solent, Ann Astley Solent,
Peter Noble Ventnor, Theresa Noble Ventnor, Peter Watson
Portsmouth, Stuart Holland S. Chilterns, Stella Taylor S o u t h
Chilterns, Greta Greig Hook & Odiham, Sue Swayne Yateley,
Amanda O,Neill Basingstoke.

Lions Feather Project
I now have a good supply of the books and pins. If you wish to
participate in the project please give me a ring - the orders so far
do not represent the interest that has been shown.

continued on p age 2

HRH Countess of W essex drop s in to 'her' club for lunch

Back in September 2005, while away I picked up a message
asking me to ring the Office of the Lord Lieutenant of Berkshire
as soon as possible. Ever suspicious and mindful of practical
jokes my thought was "you're having a laugh". So I ignored the
message. A few days later at work I got a phone call from the
same source and soon realised that the call was real . Apparently
our Patron had requested, through the Office of the Lord
Lieutenant that, when the next programme for visits in Berkshire
was put together, she would like to meet with her fellow Lions
members in her club at Wokingham.
Many phone calls, emails and meetings took place to ensure that
the final programme for her visit met with hers, and the security
team's, approval. The day arrived, and I proudly stood in the line
up on the pavement outside Wokingham Town Hall as the
entourage of five police motor cycle outriders, the Royal car
driven by HRH herself and the back up police car brought the
lunchtime traffic in Wokingham to a standstill! After being
formally introduced, it was my proud duty as host to escort HRH
for the rest of the visit.
The Main Hall of the Town Hall was decorated with Lions regalia
and among those presented first were Lion Danny Miller,
Wokingham Town Mayor who agreed to let us use the historic
Town Hall for the visit and Lion John Nike, O.B.E - a Deputy Lord
Lieutenant of Berkshire. We had set up 4 tables in the Hall
around the themes of Lions Clubs International, Fund Raising,
Community Service and Social/Youth containing photos, press
cuttings and regalia like the clubs Charter and a twinning charter
with St Paul's Bay, Malta. Also on display was the clubs
international waistcoat to which the whole club subscribe with
any pins they receive when visiting clubs or conventions outside
of this country. All club members were grouped around each of
these themes and were introduced individually to Her Royal
Highness. She displayed great in-depth knowledge of Message
in a Bottle and Campaign Sight First 2.
The assembled throng then sat down to a buffet lunch following
which I thanked Her Royal Highness for attending and presented
her with a club banner, a club personalised name badge and her
current dues receipt to accompany the Lions pin she was
wearing throughout the visit. Lion Danny, as Mayor, also made a
presentation on behalf of the Town Council.
And then, after a very short 65 minutes and, right on time, I said
goodbye to HRH and again thanked her, on behalf of the club, for
her attendance at our meeting. What an event for everyone in the
club to remember for a very long time.
Lion President Mike Hendy 

Loyalty , Sincerity , Understanding
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Obituary  It is with great sadness that the death has been
reported of Lion John Williams from Trowbridge and PDG Lion
Harry Harcourt from South Chilterns. They both served their clubs
and their community for many years and will  be sadly missed.

DG's Diary
May June
6th - Yateley Charter 25th 4th - Blackmore Vale Charter
7th - Paultons Park 10th - Reading Charter
8th - Fareham OV 11th - Boscombe Charter
10th - Ashok Mehta in London  12th - Solent OV
13th - Fareham Charter 17th - Europa Forum
19th - Westbury Charter 18th - Slough Charter
20th - Basingstoke Charter 18th - Blackmore Vale Rally
21st - District Cabinet Meeting 24th - Goring & Woodcote Charter
27th - Gosport Charter 25th - Woolmer Forest Charter

29th - Training Meeting

DG Jeff

The Lions Club of Bradford on
Avon Freewheeling!!

Freewheelers Emergency Voluntary
Service, or Freewheelers for short,
is one of several similarly named
registered charities all operating
independently of each other to
provide a free courier service for the
NHS, transporting blood, samples
drugs, scans, medical notes, and

other items on specially equipped
motorcycles.  The Charity runs three motorcycles with based in
Bath, Bristol and Somerset. All machines are Honda Pan
European's fitted with blue lights and sirens so that items that are
urgent can be delivered quickly and safely. This enables riders to
progress through congested traffic more effectively than any
alternatives.
Riders are volunteers who are on call between 7pm and 7am
Monday to Friday and all weekends and Bank Holidays. About 10%
of the calls received are classified as Emergency, where the urgent
delivery of the item will reduce risk to a patient's life. 
The service is provided to NHS hospitals mainly in the Avon and
Somerset Health Authority areas with the Bath bike covering local
hospitals in Bristol, Bath, Bradford on Avon, Devizes, Melksham,
Trowbridge, Frome etc and occasional trips to more distant
hospitals in which case a small mileage charge is made to cover
direct costs. The alternative would be for hospitals to pay taxi or
courier companies to make these deliveries, so as well as saving
the NHS substantial sums of money the service can also make a
significant difference when urgent deliveries can help save lives. 
The charity is run by volunteers; the riders are all dedicated
motorcyclists who have achieved an advanced motorcycling
qualification with either the IAM or RoSPA. They work hard to
deliver a professional service and to promote a positive image of
motorcycling to the general public. The charity needs to raise at
least £16,000 per year to sustain this commitment to the hospitals
and receives no funding other than through the fundraising efforts
of Freewheelers members and the generous support of the local
community. Freewheelers is currently trying to raise funds to
replace the Bath-based motorcycle.  This will cost around £7000.
New volunteers, in particular riders, are always welcome.
Freewheelers would also be very grateful to receive sponsorship
from local companies who may wish to support a local charity.  If
interested in helping please contact Mike Cummin on 01225
428466 or for more information check out the web site at
http://www.freewheelers.org.uk

DENTAID UPDATE 
Dentaid Schools Pilot project in Kibale, Uganda

You will recall this important intiative needed a sponsorship figure
of £18400.  A big thank you to all those clubs who have contributed,
we are now just £1500 short of our target.  Every little will help to
relieve, and prevent future, toothache.   Lion Arthur Poulton

Stalbridge Lion On
Mission T o Africa

Stalbridge man, Ian Simpson,
is flying to Zambia for three
months to help a charity
called Flying Missions.
With a head quarters in
Gaborone, Botswana, Flying
Missions provides a medical

flight service to eight hospitals scattered over the country, and
aviation services to missions and churches in the southern
Africa region.  They have now set up a service in Zambia
operating from Chilongolo farm on the outskirts of Lusaka,
Zambia's capital.  The farm has an airstrip, which enables them
to get aid to hospitals, hospices, orphanages and other
missions situated across Zambia.    
One of Ian's main tasks will be to help with the extension and
refurbishment of an airstrip in Chitakaloki in the northwestern
region of Zambia. This will permit air support from Lusaka and
provide air support to the local leprosarium and the hospitals
and clinics in the region.
While in Zambia, Ian also hopes to take gifts to the children of
an orphan school at Chilanga, in the suburbs of Lusaka, who
have lost parents and family to the aids virus.  The orphanage
is part of a hospice run by two elderly Catholic nuns.  The
hospice has a mere twenty beds but five hundred outpatients.
He also hopes to make contact with the local Chilanga Lions
Club who are providing help where possible to the hospice.
Ian, a retired fire fighter, is no stranger to charitable work.  He
has been a member of the Blackmore Vale Lions Club for eight
years and is one of the main organisers of the Lions Santa
Sleigh that visits many of the towns and villages in the Vale
during December.  He has recently been elected Club President
and starts his year of office in July.
He is also a member of the Stalbridge Christmas Lights Group
and was responsible for installing the lights around the church
castellation.
Under the Lions banner, Ian and a fellow Lion have taken part
in two fund raising events for a charity called Life Education,
whose mobile classroom was brought to Stalbridge School last
year.  The first was to abseil down four floors from the roof of
Kingston Maurward College and the second was to travel
suspended down an aerial runway through woods.  
Lion Richard Frost

District Governor Jeff
judged our 2nd
Environmental Photo
Competition at last
Cabinet. The results
were : Landscapes :
Fleet - The Urban
Jungle; Animal Life :
Crofton - The
Telephone Brings
Families together;
Plant Life; Windsor -
Best Left Alone;
Weather Phenomena :
Windsor - Sunset
After A Stormy Day;

Passion to Grow : Windsor - Leafy Avenue. DG Jeff said "the
standard of all the entries was very high. Congratulations to the
winners.
If you didn't win this time, please have another go next year."
The trophy for the overall winner was the Lions Club of Fleet. All
the photos and why they are relevant to the environment can be
seen on the environment page of the 105D website.
Jim S torey DECA Officer
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Burnham Lions Club 
Takes Pride in the Youth

The Lions Club sponsoried a flutist in a
Lions Club International Young
Musician Competition and was thrilled
and proud when their entrant Claire
Overbury (aged 23) won the first prize
of £500 against skilled competitors
from the South of England in

Bournemouth.
Claire who now lives in London, played with wonderful feeling and
expression the Mozart's Flute Concerto K 313 Ist movement and
Sontine by Pierre Sancan entirely from memory and worked in
outstanding partnership with her accompanist Anna Kounadi.
Without the barrier of a music stand she was able to communicate
with the audience and judges so her presentation skills coupled
with her outstanding musicianship enabled her to clinch first place
from the five finalists. Her performance caused one of the eminent
judges to comment "That really was something." Claire will now
take on contestants from the whole of the UK and Republic of
Ireland and then if successful will proceed to a European Final in
October 2006.

Young Ambassador
The Club's 2005 entrant was Asa Marshal
from Farnham Common, a truly 
amazing sixteen years old. Although Asa has
cerebral palsy she has achieved 
the most incredible things, arranging events
and support for other disabled 
people and is currently forming her own
charity. Her achievements have been 
recognised by Prince William, South Bucks
District Council and Slough Council.

"THE BEST CONVENTION FOR 26 YEARS!"
Of course, that's only my
opinion but I know there are
many who would agree with
me!    Do you remember
those lines from 'Henry V'
before the start of the Battle
of Agincourt ?    In essence
he says something to the
effect that all those who
stayed at home will count

themselves cursed that they
were not here.  It was a wonderful weekend of fun and friendship.
The only tears shed were brought on by the laughter which was
often generated by the terrible twosome, Lion Peter Garlick with

his brilliant and funny PowerPoint
presentation, and the diminutive Sergeant at
Arms, Lion Doreen Norton resplendent in her
red military coat with gold sergeants stripes
(gradually reduced to the ranks with every
minor mistake she made) and her never
ending supply of unusual hats and things to
stand on (so she could see over the lectern!)

It has long been a tradition of the Lions to start the weekend of a
conference with a theme party.    That way no one could be
pompous or too formal when the business started because
everyone remembers 'what you looked like last night!'
The fun started the moment we arrived at Norton Grange, Isle of
Wight  on St. Patrick's Day for what the organisers of the "Green
and Wight" theme night called the Fortywonth Convention (41th) of
District 105D. The screen, put to such good use during the daytime
sessions, really came alive during the party with a wonderful
parade of personalities as seen through the brilliant photographs
taken by Lion Richard Wareham!.

The resident comedian brought the house down with his
clever and very funny involvement of many members of the
audience including the Chairman of the Council of the Isle of
Wight, Councillor John Effemey, whom he teased with jokes
about council workers being among some of the fastest men
on earth - they clock off at five and can be home by three!
As usual the conference opened with a Flag Ceremony which
had a distinctly youthful feel about it.    Flags of the U.K., U.S.
Germany and the flag of our Association were carried by the
members of the Combined Cadet Force smartly dressed in
their respective uniforms.    They were accompanied by the
brilliant young Ryde School Choir who sang each of the
national anthems including Das Lied der Deutschen… …in
german!
The ceremony concluded with a welcome from the Chairman
of the Council of the Isle of Wight, Councillor John Effemey,
and the conference was opened by Her Majesty's Deputy
Lord Lieutenant of the Isle of Wight, Lt. Colonel Sir Guy
Acland Bt.,MVO, DL
Sir Guy was thanked by another resident comedian, Past
Council Chairman Lion David Firth who drew attention to the
similarities in their respective military careers
One starting as an Officer Cadet at RMA Sandhurst and rising
to Lieutenant Colonel, the other starting as a Sapper after
being 'called up' and rising early!
The youthful emphasis that had opened the convention was
continued by the winner of the District Musical Competition,
Claire Overbury, entertained delegates with two classical
pieces written for the flute.
The business sessions were conducted with outstanding
precision and attention to detail that gained the admiration of
our special visitors from District 111 (Germany).
A major presentation was by Past International Director
Dennis Tichenor, the orator from Oregon, who painted a
brilliant word picture of ongoing lions projects and the
membership problems facing our organisation - his
presentation was masterful and humerous.    He worked
mainly without notes, roaming around the auditorium and
involving individual lions with his direct approach.    He was
one of very few allowed to exceed the time allocated to them,
and quite rightly so!    His audience were left wanting more.
He created tremendous interest and gave us a great deal to
think about.  He finished with a little, heartfelt, prayer… "Lord,
help me to become the man my dog thinks I am!"    I think we
all agreed with his dog, he was really great!.
District Governor Jeff Byers conducted the remainder of the
business sessions with the precision of a Swiss Clock, almost
cruel at times in its application of strict timekeeping rules BUT
as a result it was one of few conventions to finish on  time!
Lion Godwin Micallef was confirmed as District Governor
Elect for 2006-2007, and Lion Pat Nixon as Vice District
Governor Elect for that year.
As convention drew to a close District Governor Jeff Byers
gave a presentation of the "Golden Feather" Project based on
a childrens story about a boy who presented a feather to
anyone he saw doing something good.    I'm sending Jeff a
'Golden Feather' because the 'good' thing he did was to make
us all feel good!
This convention was extremely well attended with visitors
from representatives from several other 105 Districts plus 12
Lions from Germany, It was a most enjoyable and interesting
event, and I can only find one regret -  That even more of you
could'nt be there to share the pleasure with us.
The Lions Club of Christchurch, who take over the
organisation of convention for 2007 will have a hard act to
follow.    The IOW Lions Clubs who were responsible for the
last two conventions should be commended for their
commitment and hard work in producing a superb event.
Lion Reg Norton, P .R.O., District 105D
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Malawi Mini Bus - I am pleased to report that sufficient funds
have been raised for this Mini Bus appeal associated with The
Lions Sight First Hospital in Blantyre, the funds have now been
transferred and the bus should be with them now.

A big thank you to all the Clubs that supported this project.
Twinning - We have a request from the Lions Club of
Olpe-Kurkoln, Germany (not far from Cologne) looking for a twin
partner.  Lion Dr E V Braganza will be attending our District
Convention in the IOW, if any Club would like to meet him and
exchange information please contact me. It is a good way in
which we can foster friendships and mutual understanding, and
will give us the opportunity to know about the culture and ways of
co-operating and assisting each other, as well as exchanging
visits.  There are many Clubs and Schools in our District that are
twinned and enjoy annual exchange visits.
Lion George Jeremiah International Relations

Sir John and Lady
Cheshire receive a plaque
Despite having to change
swimming pools 2 years ago,
the Lions Club of Jersey's 35th
annual Swimarathon reached a
new record of £101,000 with
further donations still expected.
With over 2,000 swimmers
taking part, this equated to every

Islander donating £1:20.
Over the 4 days of the event, 20,000 laps were swum which
equates to over 600 miles. One swimmer who has made a
significant contribution was the Lieut-Governor, Air Chief Marshall
Sir John Cheshire who took part in the event for the last time prior
to his retirement. Apart from opening the event, he was part of the
team from Government House who raised the highest amount for
a single team. To commemorate his involvement, he was
presented with a plaque signed by all the Past-Presidents who
had been office during the last 5 years.
RBC Abacus continued their donation for every lap swum and
also entered 8 teams. Other major donations came from ABN
Amro.
One of this year's heroes was a lady who swam for the full hour
by herself after her other team members had to withdraw. Despite
not being a regular swimmer, she still managed an incredible 40
laps - or well over a mile and raised over £100.
Organiser of the Lions Club event, Lion Eric Bertrand, said it was
this kind of good-will shown by the ever generous Islanders that
had helped push the total sum to a new record.

An Idea From W areham
If you want to try a new angle
on meeting venues then how
about this.  Wareham Lions
decided to try a    meeting at
Redclyffe Farm, the home of
Lion Nigel Barnes. As our
picture shows we used the
Barn and the business was
administered quite fast

because the only drink
available was what each member took with him. But in the
summer evenings this was fine, because the Barn and Farm have
many uses for Lions events such as our Zone Project Dissabled
Childrens event in June. The Barn Dance at August Bank Holiday
Saturday and the Harvest Festival Service in September. 
A change produces interest.

Convention Photo CD’ s I took orders for 50 CD’ s at
convention, if you ordered one these were sent to your
secret ary inside with your newsletters
Lion Peter Garlick

Newsletters and it s future
Some of you might be aware that I not only typeset both the

District and DG's newsletters, print nearly 1500 copies of the
District newsletter on A3 plus packing the envelopes and
stamping which takes a considerable time. I have been able to
produce this at a lower cost because the printer was purchased
by me and costed out over a 5 year contract. However this has
less than a year to run now and will be very costly to take
extended warranty. Are you aware that all newsletters are on our
105D website and anyone with email can retrieve, read or print?
Not only that but the cost of postage keeps increasing and
before long postage of A4 envelopes could be increasing as
much as 50% in the near future.  If we did go back to an outside
printer this will undoubtably be much more expensive and would
cause an increase in dues.
This was discussed in Cabinet and voted on that as from July
only a couple of newsletters would be sent to each Club and, for
those members that do not have a PC, that the club circulates
the copies provided or perhaps prints a copy for them.
Could I please ask all Clubs to let me have their comments re
this please?
Thanks for all the splendid articles Lion Peter Garlick

Lions club help s Ben to study
Last Autumn Wimborne & Ferndown Lions Club heard about the
problems of a young man called Ben from Sturminster Marshall,
a small village near Wimborne, Dorset.  Past President Frank
Fortey went to see Ben and his mother and, as a result of that
meeting, our Club decided to help Ben with the tuition fees he
needed to effectively restart his life.  We did not issue a press
release about this community service so in December we were
very pleasantly surprised to see the full story appear in a local
paper.  Clearly Ben had placed the story himself.  What follows
is virtually as printed in the Avon Advertiser. 

After waging his own battle against a crippling illness that
nearly claimed his life, Ben Haysom is learning how to help
others.  The 27-year-old from Sturminster Marshall was struck
down by acute pancreatitis and spent 21 months in hospital.
The condition has left him wheelchair bound - he is still
recovering.
But Ben is determined to get back to work and has gained a
place at Southampton University studying for a Masters Degree
in Health Psychology. He hopes to become a counselor to
patients with long-term or serious illness.
He said: "I am drawing on my own experiences. In one of the
lectures I could relate to just about every single thing the
lecturer said. But I don't feel confident enough to stand up and
speak about my own experiences yet - maybe one day."  "When
I was in hospital I would really have benefited from some
counseling from a health psychologist - they look at how you are
being treated and what could be made better.  I am just about
coping with the work. I am still recovering from my illness so I am
going for quality over quantity. I hope the course will enable me
to get a much better job."
He attends university one day per week and hopes to complete
his Masters Degree within two years.
Ben's studies have been made possible by the generosity of
Wimborne & Ferndown Lions Club - they funded his £1,542 first
year fees.
He said: "Without them I very much doubt that I would be able to
do this. I am very grateful."   Lion John

PDG Lion Arthur Poulton
receiving a well earned
Melvin Jones Fellowship at
Convention on behalf of all
his hard work at District

 


