
WORLD SIGHT DAY THURSDAY 8TH OCTOBER 2009

STEP INTO THE UNKNOWN
If you are reading this, you are unlikely to know what it is like to put one foot in front of the other without knowing what you are going to bump into.  Unlikely to know what it is to endure a life where every pace is a step into the unknown.

At precisely noon on Thursday 8th October, World Sight Day, we want you to take that step with us and, at the same time, our organisation will take our own step into the unknown by planning an event that occurs simultaneously across the British Isles.

Over 950 clubs throughout the islands are being asked to coordinate the largest blindfolded walk on record, with club members, civic leaders and local dignitaries all setting off on a 300 metre walk at the same time.

We are asking you to be part of our step into the unknown by taking 300 of your own.

With over 1.3 million members in 46,000 clubs in 205 countries, Lions Club International has a long, proud, history of supporting the blind and visually impaired and made a strong commitment to community service and serving youth throughout the world.  In 1925 Helen Keller challenged Lions to be “Knights of the blind in the crusade against darkness” and, in 1931, Lions Clubs International began a program promoting the use of white canes for people who are blind.
Occurring in the middle of Lions Awareness Week, this is also your chance to highlight the work your club does and recruit more members.  You could also use the opportunity to raise funds on the walk, but don’t forget your street collection licence.

The key messages of the campaign are:

- Lions Clubs lead the campaign against preventable blindness

- World Sight Day is an annual event sponsored by Lions Clubs International

- The Lions Clubs International Foundation has spent over £250 million in successful ‘SightFirst’ campaigns

- Lions introduced the white stick as long ago as 1931

- Lions clubs are groups of men and women who identify needs within the community and work together to fulfil those needs

- By joining your Club, new members can enjoy the experience of continuing our work.

To help you, a draft press release is included with this message; all you need to do is fill in the specific details for your Club.

You may wish to use the first 5 paragraphs of this message in your invitation to your local personalities to take part in this record-breaking attempt.  You might want to create a photo opportunity by providing white sticks for as many walkers as possible.  You might want to invite visually impaired persons to meet the walkers at the finish and discuss how it affects their lives and what civic leaders can do to assist.  Other than the 300 metre walk at noon, the rest is for you to decide what to do.

In order to gauge the success of our campaign we obviously need to assess the numbers involved accurately.  Initially, please let MDHQ in Birmingham know if you are going to take part.  Email mdhq@lions.org.uk with a subject title of “Step Into The Unknown” and let us know your Club is taking part.  We’ll be issuing further advice on how to validate the numbers taking part nearer the date.

POSTER AVAILABLE ONLINE & FROM MDHQ

For Immediate Release
“TAKING A STEP INTO THE UNKNOWN”

(CLUB NAME) LIONS JOIN GLOBAL CRUSADE TO CONQUER BLINDNESS

Lions World Sight Day Aims to Educate Millions Worldwide

The World Health Organization has estimated that the number of blind people in the world could double in the next 25 years.  To combat the leading causes of blindness and assist in preserving vision, the (name) Lions Club is participating in Lions World Sight Day on Thursday 8th October to heighten awareness and education about sight preservation and preventable blindness.

The (name) Lions Club will be joining in this nationwide event by leading a 300-metre blindfolded walk at (location) at noon – precisely the same time as Lions Clubs throughout the British Isles and Ireland will be doing the same thing, hoping to make it the largest simultaneous blindfolded walk on record.

The walk will be attended by local dignitaries and civic leaders, including……..

“It is estimated that 40 million people around the world are blind,” said (name, title such as club president to project chairperson) of the (name) Lions Club. “On Lions World Sight Day, the (name) Lions are working in unison with Lions clubs around the world to educate millions of people on the importance of proper eye health care.”

On a worldwide scale, an estimated 75 percent of all blindness is found in Africa and Asia, according to the World Health Organization. In Africa, there are an estimated 500,000 new cases of cataracts each year, of which only one in ten is operated upon. In India, 80 percent of the blind suffer from cataracts, with more than 3.8 million new cases reported each year.

Since the club’s chartering in (year), its members have worked on a variety of projects in the local community, such as (list projects). Proceeds from past 

fundraising events have gone to (list other causes to which the club has contributed). The club is currently (list current and upcoming projects). 

The (name) Lions Club has (no.) members and meets on (day of week/month) at (time) at (location). Lions clubs are a group of men and women who identify needs within the community and work together to fulfil those needs. For more information or to get involved with the (name) Lions Club, please contact (name) at (phone number/add Web site address if appropriate).

Lions World Sight Day is a global vision initiative sponsored by Lions Clubs International and Lions Clubs International Foundation. The event is held annually on the second Thursday of October in an effort to raise awareness about sight-related issues.  Lions Clubs International is the world’s largest service club organization with nearly 1.3 million members in approximately 46,000 clubs in 205 countries and geographical areas around the world.  For more information about Lions Clubs International in the British Isles and Ireland, visit the web site at www.lionsmd105.org 

In 1990, Lions established SightFirst, a £150 million global initiative to fight the major causes of preventable and reversible blindness.  The unprecedented program joins Lions volunteers with blindness prevention experts and organizations and governments. The more than 900 SightFirst grants have:
- provided more than 7.3 million cataract surgeries and prevented serious vision loss for 27 million people

- supported 114 million treatments for river blindness 

- built or expanded more than 300 eye hospitals/clinics/wards and upgraded more than 337 eye centres with equipment

- improved eye care in 90 countries around the world

- trained more than 345,000 ophthalmologists, ophthalmic nurses, other professional eye care workers and village health workers

In 2005, Lions launched Campaign SightFirst II to raise at least £100 million to continue and expand the extraordinary work of SightFirst.  In 2008, after three years of intense fundraising, Lions had far surpassed this minimum goal.

Note to editors:

Please contact (Name, contact details) for further information.

Photo opportunities are available and your staff are welcome to participate.
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