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Lion Pat Nixon 

 Education  and Schools Liaison Officer 

105D

( Updated September 2010 )

LIONS IN SCHOOLS
Some Thoughts & Suggestions for possible involvement

‘….to build up a wide spread of understanding, to respect young people and  instil a willingness to work together for mutual benefit. To encourage the youth of our community to develop their full potential.’

CHANGING TOMORROW TODAY…LCI MD105
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VULNERABLE PERSONS POLICY

In  my original documents I did not include any reference to CRB clearance. 
It is becoming more and more important to schools that anyone present on their site or in contact with the children does have CRB clearance. 

This will become more important in the future with the  introduction of ISA. At this time the Government have placed a hold on these changes.
I urge all Lions to look at the current and future legislation and seek advice of the Vulnerable Persons Officer.

I assure you that although you are not likely to ever be on your own with a child, a school will be more welcoming if they know that the members of a club with who they  are associating, have clearance. 

WHY SHOULD WE BECOME INVOLVED IN SCHOOLS ?

Our future lies with the youth of today !

Lions have always been dedicated to helping young people.

We are able to help young people feel part of their community , and in so doing we help them to have a greater respect  for and responsibility to that community.
By being involved in schools we form relationships with young people and their families . This will bring a greater awareness  to them  of  our involvement in the community and of Lions Clubs International
SO WHAT DO WE HAVE WE TO OFFER ?

LIONS SUPPORT GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES
CITIZENSHIP,PHSE ( Personal, Health & Social Education ) RIGHTS and RESPONSIBILITIES….

  LIONS CALL THESE LIFE SKILLS
 CITIZENSHIP…Being Lions we are ,we hope ,well in the fore of the community.

We hope ,as being part of the largest Service organisation in the world , that we are good role models for young people. Our actions can be seen both locally and worldwide  to help those who are less fortunate than ourselves.  

           PHSE…..Our Lion/ TACADE Partnership Programmes are compatible with all Government expectations for schools . These programmes cover all year groups from Pre School to 16+ year olds. Aspects of Health, Social behaviour, Relationship, Drugs, Alcohol & Smoking are addressed in these programmes
TACADE is a not for profit organisation. It is regularly upgrading the materials as well as introducing new programmes. One of the more recent being LITTLE STEPS for 3-5 year olds. And the newest being ‘Life Changes’ which covers Bereavement.
There are also free downloads on  the TACADE website.
TACADE have also recently held seminars for protecting young people against the dangers of Gambling. 
For more information on TACADE ….

Contact your  District Officer  .
Lion
A fairly new Government initiative is  EXTENDED SCHOOLS. The object is to make the school site , premises  and grounds  more accessible to the Community at times when the pupils are not  in school.  This is an ideal opportunity to develop an ALPHA LEO CLUB….for 12-16 year olds   A Lions Club sponsors the club and appoints a member to  act as guide and liaison …a member of staff of the school  is also involved ( THIS IS A MUST!!!.) The youngsters  become Leo Members . The Club  is Chartered There is an Alpha Leo Club jointly sponsored by Portsmouth. and Cosham  Lions Clubs  based at St Edmunds School These young members  are already involved in many community projects.

For more information on ALPHA LEO CLUBS 

Contact your District Officer 

Lion 
LIONS PROGRAMMES FOR YOUTH INCLUDE RECOGNITION, REWARDS, COMPETITION and SPONSORSHIP
As Lions we recognise that young people have much to offer their community.
We  ,in return offer them encouragement  and incentives.
Competitions such as Peace Poster, Poetry, Environment  and Young Ambassador 

 Leaders in  Service Certificates, Certificates of Appreciation

Sponsorship of an  activity….Sport , the Arts

 or Academic

For more information on these contact your District Officers

YOUTH CHAIR
PEACE POSTER…/ POETRY COMPETITION 
LION 
YOUNG AMBASSADOR AWARD

LION…
LIFE SKILLS
LION 
LEADERS IN SERVICE 

LION

LIONS ARE ABLE TO HELP WITH MEDICAL ISSUES
The partnership that we have with 
Medic Alert is another way that we may help a school. There are an increasing number of children with allergies. There are many children who suffer from diabetes , epilepsy  and asthma A  MedicAlert bracelet/ wrist band / necklace/dog tag can give peace of mind to both the school and parents particularly when the child is away  on  a school trip.
Lions Clubs can arrange  or even sponsor a MedicAlert  bracelet  etc or at the very least put the recipient in touch with MedicAlert Foundation . In extreme cases of financial  difficulties  MedicAlert has a ‘Special Fund’ facility.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT YOR DISTRICT OFFICER 

Lion 

SPECIAL NEEDS AND INCLUSION

Many children with Special Needs are now INCLUDED into main stream education. Special Schools attract extra  voluntary contributions…however funding is often lacking in mainstream schools. Support for these  Special Children  can be given in a variety of ways but is obviously very individual to the child and the school
Look out for schools with ‘units’ eg Speech and Language, Hearing  Impaired, Visually Impaired.
It is important to seek professional  advice before  offering help in providing equipment 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT YOUR DISTRICT OFFICER 

Lion 
LIONS RAISE MONEY
 We can help a school realise a project. It may be  for a small piece of equipment, football/netball kit, play area. 
This aspect is dependant on the size of school and the age of the children and of course the project.
Lions can support children who may not be able  to  afford to go on a residential school trip. It is often the case that it is those children who might benefit the most from the experience.

Many children have  talents .  These are often never fully developed because of financial constraints. Schools are very good at recognising  talent . School funds will only go so far. It may be that a Lions Club might make the difference. 
Lions can help a school to fund raise for themselves by helping them  with their fete etc. Loaning equipment…Bouncy Castle , tents , PA etc.
LIONS ENJOY ‘HANDS’ ON PROJECTS..
Time is the most precious gift that we can give. We can also give freely of our expertise in helping a school realise a project.

Just recently Lions have been involved in laying a patio at an Infants School, building a shed for gardening tools at a junior school and a zone  project supported by a LCI Matching Grant to help with the building of a play area and a sensory garden  at  a Centre for young handicapped children 

Lions can give time to listening to children read, telling tales of their own childhood etc.

LIONS HAVE MANY PROJECTS THAT COULD BE INTRODUCED INTO SCHOOLS

EDUKIT… has already been introduced into  many schools …children helping children…links with UNICEF…Children raise £116 for each box .
SPEK TREK…collecting bins  for old spectacles put into schools
HEARING AIDS. ask for these as well as old spectacles.
GUIDE DOGS FOR THE BLIND AND HEARING DOGS ..organise  demonstrations  for assemblies . Dog owners  love to show off their dogs and the children love  to see them . STOP PRESS …A brand new initiative  is being piloted in the Norfolk Area ..

HEARING DOGS FOR DEAF CHILDREN …The early indications  of success are amazing ..This is a project that  might open many doors for Lions Clubs.
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES. Organise a clean up operation of a particular area

Recycling is also part of  the  primary school curriculum 

WATER AID, DENTAID, GIFT FOR LIVING
All of these projects could involve a Lions Club member speaking to the school….at an assembly…..Year Group meeting etc…..
DON’T LET THIS PUT YOU OFF ….I WILL BE ONLY TOO WILLING TO HELP either by coming and doing the assembly for you or at least helping with the approach 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT YOUR DISTRICT OFFICERS
Speech & Hearing …
Lion 
Sight

Lion
Environment 
Lion 
International  Relations  +  Dentaid  
Lion 
Gift for Living  

Lion 
LIONS AS SCHOOL COMMUNITY GOVERNORS

Many Lions are already School Governors. 
Many schools are in need of Community Governors. 
This is an ideal opportunity for a Lions Club to become involved  in  a  school in their area.
 A Governor does not need to have a background in education just an interest in young people  and a willingness to devote a little time to the school. 
The  satisfaction achieved is well worth the effort.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT  GOVERNOR SERVICES  FOR YOUR AREA
SO WE DO HAVE MUCH TO OFFER!
BUT DO SCHOOLS KNOW ?
WHAT CAN WE DO ABOUT IT ?

DIRECT CONTACT 

· through a member who already has an involvement in a particular school  as a staff member, parent or governor.

· Approach the school on a particular pet project that can be  linked with a Lions project …eg CLEAN UP week

· Watch the local newspaper …vandalism  is always reported …think how you might help …react quickly …your response will be greatly appreciated and reported. 

    Watch out for reports  of  individual  school needs …ie  they may be trying to  raise money for a football  tour or new kit.
* Schools ,I am sure ,would welcome older Lions  to talk to the children  about their lives…We have been into schools to talk about what holidays were like when we were  young, WW2 experiences etc . Schools are always looking for an extra pair of hands , eyes or ears ,particularly with the younger children for example to listen to their reading. Just recently I’ve come across  two Lions who  go into Secondary Schools and act as prospective employers to give the pupils interview experience.
How to make contact .

For Primary Schools always ask for an appointment with the Headteacher.

Secondary Schools being larger are a little more difficult . Ask for an appointment with the Head of Year eg Peace Poster would involve Years 7,8or9  so approach one of those Head of Year. 

Or try  the Head of Department dependant on what you are hoping to achieve eg TACADE….Head of PHSE / Citizenship
It is often quite  difficult to reach the person you hoped for …don’t give up .. I think that it is better to  eventually speak to someone  with knowledge rather than write , as the letter will probably be lost in the mound of paper or be ‘ censored’ by the office. 

Always give schools plenty of time to respond and react to your suggestion …plans are often in place for half a term ahead if not longer…schools  have  to  follow the National Curriculum ….We have to learn to be very flexible

CONTACT WITH CHILDREN’S SERVICES
Within  an  Authority there are Advisors for all aspects of the curriculum. 

Unfortunately their titles vary from Authority to Authority. 
In the original document I included names and contacts . These will probably now have changed .
Please contact me if you need any help in contacting a particular school  or County advisor. 

You  can  then add your personal contacts to the sheet at the end of this document.

Zone Involvement
For larger projects  a zone project  could  be  an answer and should be considered. 
Items such as Play Area Equipment  are  costly . 

DO NOT ASSUME ……

that because  you are offering something ,that it will be automatically accepted .However and  for whatever reason that  you decide to approach a school  it is important that a need for the project is established . For example  your club may be very interested in TACADE  and may have the idea to put a suitable copy into all schools in the area ….Please don’t…..The school must be consulted  …would they like a copy ? And more to the point would they use  the copy ? This is only an example    but it is important to stop and assess  the value of your involvement.
REMEMBER ALSO THAT THERE IS ALWAYS MOVEMENT OF STAFF IN SCHOOLS.

Teachers today don’t tend to stay too long in one school . This could mean that if you have built up a relationship with a particular teacher in a school , it could easily be lost as some new teachers are often like new brooms and often have their own priorities You will  perhaps have to start all over again ! 

However thinking  positively! The teacher who has left will probably move to another school and so the contact with a Lions Club could be spread further a field.

Once you have made a contact try to maintain / nurture  it  by making the occasional phone call  or  a note at the start of a new term .
WHAT  ARE THE  BENEFITS FOR  A LIONS CLUB ?

* Potential audience  !!...If you manage to talk  to  an assembly   at a primary  school there would possibly be up to 450 children . There would also be  possibly 20 plus staff.

If only half of the  children  remember to tell their parents  that is at least 300 more adults ( taking into account that there are brothers and sisters in school and one parent families.

Where else would you be able to reach that sort of audience ?

 * Use of school premises for events. 
  * .Most schools have choirs. They , for a donation ,are always a big attraction at events particularly  at Christmas or Senior Citizens parties.
* A school that  is aware of you will often be willing to lend their equipment …OHP, Projector for Power Point., staging  for concerts and fashion shows , use of their mini buses  at non school time. ( Provided you have someone in your club who has  completed MIDAS training )
*  Children achieving / taking part etc attract publicity !  ‘Rock Challenge’
WHAT DOES IT MEAN ?
FOUNDATION YEARS…. Pre-School  & also Year 






R 3-5year olds….
KEY STAGE  1 .(KS1 ) Infants….5-7 year olds

                         Year R , 1 &2

KEY STAGE 2 ( KS2)  Junior …7-11 year olds

                            Years 3,4,5,&6

Key Stage 1& 2 are PRIMARY 

KEY STAGE 3 (KS3 ) Secondary..12-14 year olds

                                Years 7,8, &9












KEY STAGE 4 (KS4 ) Secondary..14-16 year olds

                                  Years 10 & 11

It is in year 11 when pupils take  GCSE…General Certificate of Education

If there is a 6th form in the school they can stay there to take A Levels  or if not they move to a 6th Form College…also for vocational courses

SATS…..Statutory Attainment Tests…started in 1991….have been changed so many times ...still happening in  Year 2  ( now much more teacher assessment )Year 6 & Year 9. Some  schools refused to do Year 6 SATS in 2010
OFSTED INSPECTION…Team of inspectors  visit the school & make a report  and  recommendations for Improvement. The form that this inspection  takes has and is constantly changing.
PHSE & C…..Physical, Health, Social, Emotional and Citizenship Education.
HOWEVER THE GOVERNMENT OF THE DAY CONSTANTLY REVIEW & CHANGE THEIR POLICIES. I WILL  ENDEAVOUR TO KEEP UP TO DATE WITH CHANGES.
AFTER THOUGHT…..Don’t forget the 
                                  Private Sector…..I  personally haven’t had dealings with these schools .

                          ……Play Groups, Nursery 









Schools

                           ……Youth  Groups eg  Scouts, Guides, St John Ambulance, Sea Cadets etc
SOME USEFUL CONTACTS.

YOUR  EDUCATION AUTHORITY ( now called Childrens  Services )

………………………………………….. COUNTY COUNCIL

PHSE ADVISER & CITIZENSHIP

HEALTHY SCHOOLS

EXTENDED SCHOOLS CO-ORDINATOR 

 EARLY YEARS
SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT ADVISOR  

GOVERNOR SERVICES   

105D DISTRICT OFFICERS 
105D Web Site

MD105 Web Site

LIONS CLUBS INTERNATIONAL Web site

Your Children Services  Web Site``
Please  keep me ( or any future District Officer in this post ) up to date  on  your involvement  with schools .

Let me know of any innovative ideas that you might have to help other clubs become involved….share your experiences.
REMEMBER that it is not easy …schools  are very busy places …give time for response…

DON’T GIVE UP ….THE REWARDS ARE GREAT

